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Soviet Aide 
Cuts Short 
U.S. Visit 

Move Comes Amid 
Unconfirmed Reports 
Chernenko Is Dead 


By Richard M. Weintraub 

Fo reign Smite 

A member of the Soviet Politburo 
abruptly cut short his visit to the 
United States yesterday amid un- 
confirmed reports that Soviet lead- 
er Konstantin Chernenko had died. 

Vladimir V. Shcherbitsky in- 
formed the State Department late 
yesterday afternoon that he and the 
other 29 members of a high-r anking 
Soviet delegation were ending thek 
visit to the United States to return 
to Moscow as soon as 

Early this morning, Mancow Ra- 
dio began broadcasting funeral 
dirges, which in the pa* has sig- 
naled a death in the leadership. 

Shcherbitsky is one of 11 mem- 
bers of the ruling PoUtbunsrand hi' g 
presence would be needed forama- 
J° r j v ote or if a fellow member had 
died. Chernenko clearly has been ill 
for several months, but a number of 
other members of the r uling body 
also are in thek seventies and 
eighties and in frail health. 

If Chernenko is dead; he would be 
the third Soviet leader to have died 
within the past 28 months. Leonid 
Brezhnev s 18-year hold on Soviet 
power ended in November 1982 
His successor, Yuri Andropov, ruled 
for only 15 months before he died in 
February last year to be succeeded 
by Chernenko. 

Intense speculation on the sub- 
ject of a new leader at the top of the 
Kremlin hierarchy has focused on 
whether power finally will pass 
from the old guard to a younger 


, generation of^Sifriet leaders, rep- 
resented tyi** such as Mikhail' 
Gorbachev aadttigni Romanov. 

Well-informe^L LLS. officials said 
the Shcherbitsky visit, which, includ- 
ed talks with Pthskfont Reagan dur- 
ing a six-ddf stoj in Washington^ 
had been going veil aad that these 
was no question of a dispute leading 
- to the decision to#ut short a visit to 
the West Coast Mchre* days. 

White House spokesman Robert 
Sims said Reagan was informed at 4 
p.m. of the decision by the Soviet 
delegation to retdra home. Sins 
said the United States did not haw 
an explanation for the decision and 
that there has been no official re- 
port from the SovR» to the U.S. 
Embassy in Moscow about Cher- 
ptnko. \ 

A spokesman for the U.S. mission 
to international organizations based- 
in Geneva said that Mice. President 
Busin, who is in the ^Swign city to 
make a speech todbyfpad received 
unconfirmed ttpdr^ tttt the Soviet 
leader had (hod < 

There also were repott* in Wash- 
ington that a member ofi the Soviet 
traveling party in San Frinciaco had 
saif My that Chemenki had died,, 
but G.S. officials familiar!, vyith tho 
details of the visit refused' any com- 
ment. i " 

The State Department hputed its 
public announcements to the sud- 
den request of the Soviets to leave, 
and The Associated Press reported 
that one U.S, official, asked what 
-the Soviets, had said about tkfer de- 
HSw«r--respOhdedr •‘Thfey 1 were 
' *kqd, but told us nothing.” ' 
Washington Post correspondents 
Dusko Doder and Cetestine Bojdcw 
reported yesterday from Mostow 
that rumors about Chernenko’s 
health had been rife in the Soviet 
capital throughout the weekend, 

Soviet radio began to shift W 
programming to somber music, 
about 4 a.ib. today, and by 6 a.nk 
funeral dirges were being played. \ 
But theca were no announce* 
ments from the Kremlin. 


Chernenko had missed a tradi- \ 
tional meeting at the Bolshoi The- 
ater> marking International Wo- 
men's Day Thursday night, but he 
had Med to make a number of an- 
ticipated appearances in recent, 
months, , leading Soviet officials fi- 
.nally to acknowledge that he was ill. 

Defer and BbMsii reported that 
there was vane, unusually heavy 
weekend activity at the headquar- 
ters of the KGB, the Soviet secret 
poicev hut that otherwise it had the 
amaareaea. of) a normal Moscow 
weekend, Thera also was no unusu- 
al activity around 1 key Moscow 
buMtagareasfy, this, morning. 

Politburo membnr Vitals Vorot- 
nikov, who has been on a visit to 
Ytrgoafavhr, also interrupted his trip 
anddepfktedfor Moscow after an 
official diaper that night, Doder re- 
ported. Vorotnikov had been sched- 
uled to return to Moscow today. 

The Yugoslav news agency Tan- 
jug reported ..Vorotnikov’s depar- 
ture as a nornlalfy scheduled event, 
hut dlpfomatio sources in the Soviet 
cajkal said he lad cut short hia, vis- 
it. 

Ever since Chemepko’s health 
began to take- a turn for the worse 
lata last sununes there have been a 
number of false reports that he had 
died. For months Soviet officials 
insisted that nothing was wrong or 
that he was not seriocsly ill, but 
when he failed to appear for an elec- 
tion speech for the parliament of 
the Russian Federation on Feb.. 22, 
even the pretense that he was. not 
seriously ill was dropped. 

Chernenke r 72 when he took of- 
fice; showed eaily signs of short- 
ness of breath and other ailments, 
according to foreign visitors who 
met with him, and there were some 
reports that he was suffering from 
emphysema. 

White House offi ciate said a 
month ago that the U.S, intelli- 
gence community bad- corae to the ~~ 
concha skill ill* U w Soviet leader 
did have emphysema but that he 
waa expect ed to live another six 
month s. 


Confou* 
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.u T !“/ is ‘ t,n * Soviet delegation, 
w^njghest-raBkmg grt>apo^96vfet 
leader* to comer to tha United 
States since 1973, left Washington 
onFriday after a full round of falfa 
with administration officials and 

St**®-*-- a#d C0nfacts 

with the U.S. press. 

After a weekend in Texas, they 
were scheduled to spend three days 
touring California before returning 
to Moscow on Wednesday. On ar- 
rival in San Francisco, however; the 
group went immediately to the So- 
viet Consulate and, according to 
U.S. officials, told the State Depart- 
ment they needed to leave imme- 
diately. 

Shcherbitsky and his colleagues 

If? tr aveling on an official 
u.9 however, and their 

ow nphna had flown to Havana afc. 

th !L Unitcd 

tccorxjtng to these offirj a | a 

c J 1 ! 6 , !° vi * t de, «8ation now is 
scheduled to leave San Francisco at 
5 a m. today for a flight to New 
rork and is to leave on the Soviet 
aircraft at 3 p.m. today. 

The Soviets have stayed ia the 
oan rrancisco consulate under tight 
security since their arrival, US 
officials said, although, there was 
some contact both with the State 
Department and with congressional 
liaison staff. Shcherbitakjr and his 
group officially aw here as a visit- 
ing parliamentary delegation, 
guests of the U.S. Congress. 
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